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On Aug. 1, Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron announced the closure of The Michigan Catholic and the creation of a new,
digital news site, Detroit Catholic, which will launch in November. Until then, further developments and news will
be posted here and on The Michigan Catholic’s Facebook page.
Letter from Archbishop Vigneron
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organization announced Sept. 20.
The NASCCD is an association of the
executive directors of state Catholic
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conferences and af liate diocesan
agencies, whose primary purpose is to
coordinate actions, communication and
advocacy surrounding issues of public
policy concerning the Catholic Church.
State Catholic conferences work with the
U.S. bishops, state and local governments,
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been elected to a two-year term as president

Church and secular agencies and non-

of the

Catholic churches to promote the
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over legislation, public policy and other important matters.
“I am grateful for Paul’s selection to this important national position as the Church
continues her diligent work to promote the common good and to uplift the dignity of
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all human persons,” said Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron, chairman of the Michigan
Catholic Conference Board of Directors, in a statement. “The election of Mr. Long by his

The Michiga
6,778 likes

peers is a natural result of his talents and abilities; at the same time it is also a
testament to the strength of our Catholic conference here in Michigan.”
Long, who has served as Michigan Catholic Conference president since 2010, has been

Like Page

instrumental in leading the state Catholic conference’s response to important issues
such as the HHS contraception mandate, legislation to protect victims of human
traf cking and efforts to expand resources for the poor and vulnerable in Michigan.
Long also publishes a monthly column, “The Word from Lansing,” to keep Catholics and
others informed of what’s happening at the state capitol.
Long’s term as president of the NASCCD began Aug. 2, and continues until August
2020.
“The directors recognize and af rm Paul’s leadership skills, along with his extensive
experience and knowledge of public policy matters,” said Richard E. Barnes, executive
director of the New York State Catholic Conference and outgoing president of the
NASCCD group, which is comprised of 40 state Catholic conferences with nine af liated
diocesan public policy of ces.

The Michigan
Catholic
11 minutes ago

Long, who has served
Michigan Catholic Con
president since 2010, h
instrumental in leading
conference’s response
important issues such a
HHS contraception ma
legislation to protect vic
human trafficking and e
expand resources for t
and vulnerable in Mich

Long is a former chairman of the board of The Hospice of Lansing and the Michigan
State University Alumni Association National Board of Directors. In 1996, he was
named a Knight of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre, and in 1999 was named
a Distinguished Alumnus of the James Madison College. He also serves on the Board of
the Michigan Nonpro t Association and the Michigan Society of Association Executives.
Paul, his wife Dr. Melissa Long, and their three children reside in East Lansing.
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