
COVID-19 vaccine information update 
for Michigan group customers

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network remain committed to helping 
guide you through the COVID-19 pandemic as the nation works to halt the spread of this 
disease through a mass vaccination effort.

Blue Cross and BCN members can expect to pay $0 to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

On Jan. 11, 2021, Michigan moved to the next phase of vaccinations for the COVID-19 
virus. In this phase, the vaccine is available to:

• People who are 65 and older

• Police officers, firefighters, inspectors

• Pre-K through 12 teachers

• Prison and jail officers

• Child care providers

• Health care workers and residents in long-term care facilities who were among those in 
the first phase eligible to be vaccinated

At this time, demand for the vaccine from those in eligible groups dramatically exceeds 
current supply in Michigan and elsewhere. There is no timetable as to when this will be 
resolved. The situation could change daily as government agencies continue to work to 
expand supply. 

The state has indicated it will contact employers whose employees are eligible for the 
vaccine because their occupations have been included in the first phase of distribution.  
We don’t have information about the state’s process. Michigan and its partners will  
provide information to eligible employers about which types of workers are eligible for 
vaccination and how and where these workers can be vaccinated. Employers can check 
here for next steps. 

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations 
and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

Confidence comes with every card.®

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214_104822---,00.html
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For eligible individuals 65 and older, there are two avenues to receive the vaccine:

• Local health departments will schedule appointments and administer the vaccine. However, 
because of limited supply, there are far fewer appointment slots than demand. County health 
departments are encouraging online registration; some are also providing telephone numbers. 
You’ll find information about these government vaccine sites at Michigan.gov*. 

• Some major hospital systems have started scheduling appointments at their facilities. They’re 
giving instructions on how to make an appointment to those who have used their services. 
This includes registering through a hospital-specific website or a hospital patient app such as 
“MyChart.” Demand for appointments have far exceeded the number of slots available. 

Some local and county governments are planning to launch mass “mega” vaccination sites. Two 
sites mentioned to date are TCF Center in downtown Detroit and the Suburban Collection in 
Oakland County. We anticipate other areas in the state will do the same.

Registered pharmacies, doctors’ offices and other providers are planning to administer vaccines 
to individuals when the supply becomes available to them. Several pharmacies already are active 
in providing vaccines to residents in long-term care facilities and have said they’ll soon vaccinate 
other individuals.

Individuals who live outside Michigan should check vaccine websites and distribution plans within 
their own states, which should be available through state or county public health departments. The 
eligibility policies, vaccine supplies and other vaccine information can vary from state to state.

For further information about COVID-19, visit bcbsm.com/coronavirus or our blog at 
mibluesperspectives.com.

This information can change daily so we encourage employers and employees to check the 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and local county and hospital websites  
on a regular basis.

*Blue Cross doesn’t own or control this website.

http://Michigan.gov
https://www.bcbsm.com/index/common/important-information/covid-19.html
https://www.mibluesperspectives.com/2020/03/18/coronavirus-outbreak-what-you-need-to-know/

